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Art Unit: 3674 

DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 1 12 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

1 . Claims 39-42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 39 recites "said support ring lies on the side of the half bead oriented away 
from said at least said one opening". It is unclear to the examiner as to what is being 
claimed since the half bead is a part of the support ring. 

Claim 40 recites "said support ring lies on the side of the half bead oriented away 
from said at least said one opening". It is unclear to the examiner as to what is being 
claimed since the half bead is a part of the support ring. 

Claims 41 and 42 are rejected for depending on a rejected claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

2. Claims 37-51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Udagawa (US Patent No. 4,759,585). 
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Regarding claim 37, the Udagawa reference discloses a metallic cylinder head 
gasket (K) with at least one opening (He) corresponding to a combustion chamber of an 
internal combustion engine, comprising afunctional layer (K30) and a support ring (K31) 
lying thereunder, said functional layer including a full bead (K30a), the support ring 
including a full bead (K31 b) which is adjacent to the functional layer, and where said 
support ring includes at least one further bead (K31a) which is arranged on a side of the 
full bead of said support ring oriented away from said at least one opening 
corresponding to the combustion chamber (Fig. 13). 

Regarding claim 38, the Udagawa reference discloses said at least one further 
bead comprising a half bead (Fig. 13). 

Regarding claim 39, the Udagawa reference, as best understood, discloses said 
support ring lies on the side of the half bead oriented away from said at least said one 
opening corresponding to the combustion chamber on a level lower than on the side of 
the half bead oriented towards said at least said one opening corresponding to the 
combustion chamber (Fig. 13). 

Regarding claim 40, the Udagawa reference, as best understood, discloses said 
support ring lies on the side of the half bead oriented away from said at least said one 
opening corresponding to the combustion chamber on a level higher than on the side of 
the half bead oriented towards said at least said one opening corresponding to the 
combustion chamber (Fig. 13). 

Regarding claim 41 , the Udagawa reference, as best understood, discloses said 
support ring on the side of the half bead oriented away from said at least said one 
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opening corresponding to the combustion chamber being spaced at a predetermined 
distance from said functional layer (Fig. 13). 

Regarding claim 42, the Udagawa reference, as best understood, discloses said 
support ring on the side of the half bead oriented away from said at least said one 
opening corresponding to the combustion chamber being in contact with said functional 
layer (Fig. 13). 

Regarding claim 43, the Udagawa reference discloses said at least one further 
bead comprising a full bead (Fig. 13). 

Regarding claim 44, the Udagawa reference discloses said support ring on the 
side of said full bead oriented away from said at least said one opening corresponding 
to the combustion chamber lies on the same level as the side of said full bead oriented 
towards said at least said one opening corresponding to the combustion chamber (Fig. 
13). 

Regarding claim 45, the Udagawa reference discloses said support ring lies on 
the side of said full bead oriented away from said at least said one opening 
corresponding to the combustion chamber on a level lower than on the side of said full 
bead oriented towards said at least said one opening corresponding to the combustion 
chamber (Fig. 13). 

Regarding claim 46, the Udagawa reference discloses said support ring lies on 
the side of said full bead oriented away from said at least said one opening 
corresponding to the combustion chamber on a higher level than on the side of said full 
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bead oriented towards said at least said one opening corresponding to the combustion 
chamber (Fig. 13). 

Regarding claim 47, the Udagawa reference discloses said support ring on the 
side of said full head oriented away from said at least said one opening corresponding 
to the combustion chamber being at a distance from said functional layer (Fig. 13). 

Regarding claim 48, the Udagawa reference discloses said support ring on the 
side of said full bead oriented away from the combustion chamber being in contact with 
said functional layer (Fig. 13). 

Regarding claim 49, the Udagawa reference discloses said support ring on the 
side of said full bead oriented away from the combustion chamber being adjacent to the 
functional layer (Fig. 13). 

Regarding claim 50, the Udagawa reference discloses a tip (e.g. tip of K30a) of 
said full bead being directed downwards (Fig. 13). 

Regarding claim 51 , the Udagawa reference discloses a tip (e.g. tip of K31a) of 
said full bead being directed upwards (Fig. 13). 

Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to GILBERT LEE whose telephone number is (571)272- 
5894. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 - 4:30, M-F. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas Beach can be reached on 571-272-6988. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/GILBERT Y LEE/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3674 



